Secondary Forest School, Modra – Harmonia
The Carpathian Mountains are lain beginning from the edges of the river Danube in Bratislava passing to the north-east in the lenght of 100 kms. The major owner of these mountain range was the earl family of Palffies. They developed their fortune by implementing  new knowledge in practice. They built a saw worked on steam, a paper-mill, a brewery, a big fishdom and in 1883 they started to run a chemical factory. The main raw material of the chemical production was wood. They built more than 100 kms wood railways for the transport of the wood. Work in the forest  needed skilled workers (for cutting, cultivating and protecting the wood and also taking care of wood animals). They drafted specialists from abroad, for example from Germany and the alpine areas called the Huncokari. Finally they established study center under the castle called The Red Stone in 1902, which brought skilled workers in their county. This center ended its task after the II. World War had finished. For the needs  of renovation of the forest economy new forest school was built in Smolenice. After the end of its activity new forest schools were founded in Pezinok – Stupy, Vývrat and from 1964 in Modra – Harmónia. This school – secondary forest school, which was leading school in the former west-slovakian district, was governed by the ministry of forestry. Nobly we can say that forestry education in the Small Carpathy has continuously lasted 105 years. Our school as the one of the forest schools has got the oldiest history in Slovakia.
You can study these specializations in our school:

1. The mechanization of the forest production. A student can find out different forest events, but first of all he has to manage to work with forest gadgetry including cutting.

2. Forest landscaper. This study direction contains the knowledge and skills from forestry,, creating and realizating of the decorative gardens, forest parks, historical tree treatment and wood arrangement.  
3. Forest economy. This is two-year study addressed to the students finished in the mechanization of the forest production (1) or forest landscaping (2). The study of the forest economy will finish in school leaving examination.
The school leaving documents – qualification certificate enable the holders to work with forest gadgetry, work in height, work with hydraulic hand and hunting ticket.

In the past years the study at master schools were including beetry, carpentry, smithery, horse stud and hawkery. I do everything I can do to bring these activities back to our secondary forest school. I think they can help our students to have more posibilities to employ. 

The school cooperates, very actively, with the City of Modra woods, where we realise most of the skilled practice.  Also we work with the Slovak hunting association. Their activity is tidied with our school activity. At our school there is performed hunting education, district exams of hunting, exhibition of hunting trophies and others.

We also have several-year co-orporation with the University of Arts in the field of wood-carving. They offer us specialists in wood-carving and artistic smithery.  
Time after school students can spend in different interest after school classes for example carpenter, ball games, shooting (school has got own shooting gallery). We can also realise sightseeing tours and excursions by our own bus.

We are connecting in European Union project called Intereg II about biomass processing and are working on other projects. We are looking for another forest school to make a co-orporation.   

